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Foch at the Somme.

| in a sense the most com

The latest a
plete of the recent IFrench successes at
the Samme a splendid example of the
fashion in which the French have learned
to coord their movement of troops to
their artillery  preparation. For the
econd time in a relatively brief period
they have made an advance of over a mile
il .H OB le front, and this advance

has enabled them to take possession of one

of the most important highways on their
present front,

Neither the Germans nor British
been able to achieve this same co-
ordination. No such advances marked the
luter phases of Verdun, although the Ger-
borrowed at Verdun the

the

have

frankly

Muns
methods which were first applied by Foch
in his operations, little known to the
world. in Artois in May and June of 1915.

Hlad the British been able at that time to
support Foch, the campaign in France in
the disastrous summer of last vear wonld
have been very different. But the British
were not able; they made a gallant at-
tempt at Festubert, suffered colossal
losses and had to give it up until the fall
venture at Loos, which was equally unsuc-
cessful.

In the Artois fighting in 1915 Foch
lowly and surely drew a net around one
after another of the villages near the
famous hill of Notre Dame de Lorette,
As he is now “pocketing” Combles and
Péronne, he “pocketed” Carency, Ablain
and Souchez. But at that time he lacked
the heavy artillery which is only now be-
einning to appear in the necessary quan-
tity: lacking the artillery, his operation
was expensive in lives and had, ultimately,
to be given up, but not before it had de-
monstrated the efficacy of his method, and
at that time General Foch told The Trib-
une's Paris correspondent that with artil-
lery and ammunition he could gain quite
as he is now gaining.

(joing back eleven weeks to the moment
when the first attack was made in the
Comme sector, we see that it was the
French who made the original gain. With-
in u few days they had pushed a point
nearly six miles east and reached the hills
facing Péronne across the Somme, This
wedge was the foundation on which the
» Somme operation was erected. In
period the British were unable to
¢ any large initial gain. The ground
hey had to cross was more difficult, the
Germans were expecting British rather
than French aperations, but this does not
wholly explain the disproportionate gains
of the two armies.

Having made their first great gain, the
French were compelled to wait for the
British, who were occupied in the next
weeks with the capture of a whole series of
villages, of which Mametz was the first
and Pozieres and Longueval the last.
When the British had got on and were at
last at Longueval, High Wood and Del-
ville Wood, although they were still un-
able to take Thiepval, the French began
again, pushing rather slowly out toward
Cléry and Maurepas. They had still to
wait for the British, but finally undertook
a sweeping drive which carried Cléry and
Le Forest and brought them within a mile
of the Arras-Bapaume-Péronne road, which
is a vital detail in German commrunica-
tions.

Onee more they waited upon the British,
who were held up for a Jong time by the
little villages of Guillemont and Ginchy,
the first of which they took nearly two
weeks ago, the second only very recently.
But the fall of Ginchy enabled the French
to step out again and make their latest
and most considerable gain. By this gain
they drawn a semicircle about
Combles and are rapidly doing the same
with Péronne, which must become wholly

whole

+

IJH Ve

untenable if the French make another
considerable push.
But again it would seem that ths

French must wait upon the British. When
and if the latter push out from Ginchy and
bring their front north of Combles in line
with the French front to the south, then
Combles will be pocketed and will fall like
& ripe cherry. But if one is to measure
the probability of British progress here
by what has occurred before, it will be a
considerable time before Sir Douglas Haig
will be able to get in line with Foch again.

Meantime on the south the French have
similarly drawn a semicircle about Chaul-
nes and cut the Chaulnes-Roye railroad,
also a vital detail in German communica-
uons. They have widened their original
wedge, thrust out toward Peronne, by tak
ing & number of villages to the south.
Thus the whole French forward move,
which on the map resembled a long nar-
row spearhead ten weeks ago, I8 now a
solid block, from which two points, ane
north and one south of Péronne, extend
into German lines,

The rapid success of the French inlnter
days suggests that the new trenches and
redoubts that the Germans have erecied
since they lost their first and permanent
works are npt standing up against bom-
bardment ver! well. The German counter-

altacks have been totally without effect|for them—knowing that the weight of the

. duce
s French army of the Somme is a well dis-
" ciplined body of conscript soldiers operat-

Inot less essential to the common caus

against the Frerch so far, although thev
have retaken a number of villages, tempo-
rarily. from the British. In every case the
fritish have ultimately regained the losc
ground, but there has not heen that quick,
clean. decisive operation which has heen
almost invariable in the French case.

This joint operation of the British and
the French holds out a very useful and
for Americans, Foch's

obvious lesson

army is made up, from the commuanding

of officers and non-commis-
who have been trained in
peace for war. Foch, to be sure, is the
battlefield general, on the offen
that the French have pro-
But as a whole the

general down,

.‘-inl'.l'{l { 'ﬁ‘li'l' IS

ve, at A5t

1

in the war.

under the command of soldiers traine!

mg
{ur the sort of task that war is.

All this is lacking to the British, They
have performed a miracle in raising the
great armies that are now in the field, in
equipping them and in munitioning them,
This Hritish will remain
marvel in military history. But not even a
miracle could turn this army in the brief
time allowed into the perfect instrument
which the French and German armies are
to-day. It will take another year, perhaps
two, hefore the British will have got thei
army into shape, and that, of course, was
exactly our experience in the Civil War,

Meantime, and this is the vital point, 1t
is costing the British ghree or four times
as much in casualties to make their smaller
gaing as it 1= costing Foch to deliver the
blows which are actually menacing Ger
man gecurity in the Somme sector. This
is the price the British are paying for lack
of preparation; this is the price they have
paid in every engagement so far, from the
bloody shambles of Neuve Chapelle, when
the brave troops who made the first start-
ling advance died to their own guns, be-
cause of the failure to codrdinate the guns
and the men. The same thing has been

achievement

| rumored about the Somme battle, and it is

bound to happen under similar circum-

istances.

It is necessary to keep in mind, in com-
paring the operations of the two armies,
that if the British operation is more costly
in life and less productive of gains, it is

1
that France cannot be delivered by French
armies alone. More and more, as they
learn the art of modern war, particularly
as their officers acquire knowledge in the
higher branches of contemporary conflict,
the British will become effective. And it
is only when they have reached this point
that France will be delivered.

At the moment the most important de-
partment of Anglo-French operations in
the West is that devoted to killing and
capturing Germans, not to capturing vil
lages or taking trenches, As far as it
possgible to judge, another year of this use
ful but not spectacular effort will be re-
quired in the West. It is the summer cam-
paign of 1817, perhaps the summer cam-

! paign of 1918, that will do the trick. The

true measure of progress is shown in the
(GGerman casualty list, and the Germans’
own figures placed their losses in August
at 250,000. Meantime it is also worthy of
note that at the cloge of the eleventh week
the Somme operation is taking on new

‘vigor and the French are making gains

that are little less than astonishing, given
the time the Germans have now had to
make their counter preparations.

Arbitration Must Come.

However past mistakes and misdecds
may have been apportioned, the men are
right and the Interborough officials are
wrong in their reception of the settlement
proposal of Mayor Mitchel and the Public
Service Commission. Unquestionably the
Interborough has refused to resume ths
arbitration because Mr, Shonts
and Mr. Hedley think they have the union
beaten., Unquestionably the strikers are
willing to go back into conferences with the
employers because they see service on the
elevated and subway lines continued at full
head, and improving even on the surface
lines. It is invariably true that the side
which has most to gain by it wants arbi-
tration, and the side which stands to profit
by violence wants a fight.

But there is more at stake here than a
question of profit for either side, more
than the selfish interests of the railroad
company or the employes. The issue
whether they will respect the public's rights
and whether they will live up to their sol-
emn pledges in the arbitration agreement
of August 7. The union has agreed to ful-
fil its duty, reluctantly; but the Interbor-
ough and the New York Railways Com-
pany have flatly refused to do theirs,

In this the traction officials are making
a pgrave mistake. They are not only
choosing violence when reason might serve,
but are again placing on capital the
stigma of saying “The public be damned,"
which the intelligent and public-spirited
attitude of the steam railroad presidents
in the recent quarrel with the brotherhoods
did so much to remove, They are not alone
deliberately condemning the publie to fur-
ther inconvenience, to a continuation of the
strike which inevitably will be accom-
panied by more and more frequent and
disastrous outbreaks of violence. They
are beyond all else overestimating the
strength of their position and underesti-
mating the power of public officials to force
them to comply with the duty which the
spirit of public service and honor ought to |
impel them to carry out. |

The Public Service Commission can issue
an order for the resumption of full service|
on all the transit lines. Obviously, the
companies could not now meet that re-|
quirement without using many strike-
breakers, many green hands in all post-
tione, Yet Section 63 of the railroad law|
furbids the use of a green or inexperienced
motorman. The companies, if they oheyed
this law, could not ohey the commission's
order for restoration of full servie

Process

5

(-\wthuul:_
muking some arrangement which would|
bring back the strikers. If they violated |
the,law, they might face grand jury prmi

coedings, It would be a nasty alternative

‘.‘3

such

public’s opinion under
them hecause of

must go largely against
their refusal to accept arhitration of all
questions, and that the public would back
up the commission in ordering full service.

The Interborough's refusal to arhitrate
its “right" to make
with its men begs the question.
it had the legal right; the point at issue is
whether the exercise of that legal right
to let the men

individual contracte
Of course

violated its agreement

unionize without interference. That i=sue |

n be arbitrated, and under the
If the strikers

assuredly ca
circumstances ought to be.
are willing to go agaim to arhitration when
they assuredly will ed for having
deserted the the officials
<hould be willing to take a chance of an

he cer

surface lines,

adverse verdict on their course in a more .

debatable situation,

Under the circumstaneces, to pers tin
refusing to aceept the suggestions of the
Mavor and the commission i1s uninteili

oent, unpatriotic and distinetly dangerous,

t invites costly reprisals from the union,

and inevitably arouses the antagonism of
the public. The officiais change
their position voluntarily before their com-

should

pany is compelled to change

conditions!

| NEWSPAPER OR ORGAN?

A Reader Who Thinks a Party Newspaper
Must Sacrifice Its Judgment.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
The letter published in
the other lin:.‘ from one of your readers, \\'hu:

Sir: your paper

wrote “he would stop the pape: seems
gmusing. But is it as amusing as it seems?|

Your puper assumes the position that it is
organ and is qualified to ex-
ean doctrines and inderse and
Republican interests, Nowhere docs |
to be an independent newspaper.

n

tepublie
nd

pretend

In fact, it expressly asserts that it is the
“leading Republican newspaper” in 1ts ed:
ricls and advertising. FEven az I write
there is @ nizn on a huilding not far from
mukes this elaim with starthing dis-

.25, Hepce, a Republican when he
reads your paper has got the right to as-

sume that you will uphold the actions and
the nominces of that party, whether you in
sour own judgment think they are the best
or not |
It is not a question whether you are to do
wrong or not, heeause there can be no dis

. but simply must your
the overwhelming

cus=ion on that
judgment prevail against
opinions of the rank and file of the R puh- |
lienn party. 1 contend that you are not fair
honorable in your actions when you
yourself out to the poople as a Repu

and

- " |
"Above A“ Olhcr Na\'les. liean prgan and at the same time state ih
It is unfortunate that news about the ¥ Wil inot, Supposk  BOverak by
navy's Teats is 30 often decorated with the keuld: he gain the Hepublican Re: |
R i i x i ’ the primaries. To my mind your @ |
thoughts of more or less imaginary lnot only unfair but very, very i
naval officials, We had an example of Every one believes that your action is for|
this lately when new anti-aiveraft guns spi because the offices of the P. 8. C, w» f-rr|
were mounted in some of our ships, and repoved from the Tribune Building. |
: s s I am not an admirer of Governor Whitmat

now we have a further exampie in some
comments on the recent target practice in
Chesapeake Bay. It appears that two
battleships scored hits at 20,000 yards and
that in the opinion of the inevitable “naval
afficials” this performance “will probably
put the United States Navy above all
other navies."

It is difficult to believe in the existence
if the naval officials who are always mak-
ing these surpriging statements. No par-
ticulars whatever are given about the ¢on-
ditions—all know is that the targe
was stationary. In the action off the Dog-
gor Bank Beatty opened fire with his 11.5°3
at 18,000 yards and began to hit at 15,000,
But that was in a running fight and the

20 knots. Longer ranges are
In the battle off the Jutiand
Bank the fighting began at 18500 and the
battle squadron under Rear Admirel
Evan-Thomas opened fire at 20,000 yards,
elear

L

we

!

speed was
not unknown.

Even if no hits were scored, it is
that the range was not regarded as hope-
less for battle practice with 15-nch guns

The performance in Chesapeake
may conceivably be unigue, bhut as we
not at all sure of
e done, it is a litt!
ut
navy ahove all others,

no partictlars and are

what other navies |
'

44118 3

indisereet o i

By

that puts our
tified in conclud-

the zame token we are j

ing either that the naval officials founded
their opinion on some facts thi e not
heen made known or that they maselves

are purely fictional.

Railway Strikes in England.

The demands of the English railway
workers are drastic that the
ment ean hardly be expected to submit
without strug The men South
Wales ingist on their ultimatum that the
proposed increase in wages 1all date from
July 1 and that the government undertake
in future to control the price of
though exactly by what means 15

EO povern

HY ;:'n'. ol

food,
nat alto-
gother clear,
The truth is, o
risen enormous
pawer of a sovereign is said to have dwin

f course, thut prices have

dled gince the war hegan to abont 125 6d.
A resolution was passed recently by a body
of railway men declaring that, while they
wore willing to see the war through, they
were “not poing to allow this callous rob-
bery to continue, nor tolerate any form of
industrial compulsion.” Rightly or wrong
lv, the conviction of the rank and file is
that they are at present at the mercy of a
few who are making vast profits out of
the nation's necessity, and it is in this
spirit that the ultimatum hus been pre-
sented by the Welshmen.
Hitherto the government hs
much inelination to make concessions, and
it remaing to be scen whether the serious

12 not shown

threat now made to tie up the roads will
bring it to terms. Considering, however,
how powerless the government has been to
keep down the price of coal, it is surpris-
ing that the workers should put much
faith in its ability to regulate food costs,

The Return from
The Phita

Plattshurg.

ming agalir

Thiz is said, on suthentie information from

the front, to be the spirit that domi es the
Philidelphinns who, leaving livea of com
fort and relative onse, have been undergoing

the primitive army life at Plattsburg. and
have found that us sloughed off the
superficial accoutrements of civil life there
came real enjoyment nnd contentment in the
heavy army outfit, despite the hikes and the
rigors of eamp lifs To endure hardships
under strict diseipline I to want to go
again are prool po that tne camp at
Plattsburg has a h physical as well as

a spiritual value. It also proves that thoss
who ure ready to sacrifice themselves for
their country are not those who have noth-
ing to lose, as the phrase goes, but those
who have everything to lose in giving up all
professional, public, social and intellectual
uctivities, all those
to mean so much to us all,

Sympathy.
Said the union chief to the subway gunrd,
“I'm here to see that you work less hard.”
“You're very kind; | had just as lief,”
Said the subway guard to th® union chief,

Said the streetear crew to the subway guard,

|"'o\'r'” strike til] they rnise your wages, pard.”

“I'm sure that's exceedingly good of you,"
Said the subway guard to the streetear crew

Said the plumber's lad to the subway guard,
“I'l make them give you & union card.”™

“l hadn't thought things had been a0 bad,”
Sald the subway guard to the plumber's lad

Said the union men throughout the town
“Wao'll win your strike, or wo'll all go down!™

“Why, thanks, but | didn't know I'd n!mch..;ltnot. Gardner and Lodge!

1 Yonkers, N, Y, Sept, 8, 1

aid the subway guard, as be wished them luck
A R F,

it as something

so that the purchasing

things that are supposed |

and do not think he should be renominated
I think his renomination (which is now rlac-i
Iy eertain) will be a great mistake. But|
n Hepublican and | think my party|
esonts the best ideas and the best ideals,
and 1 nk every Republicen and every Ke-
publican organ should stand shoulder to
shoulder for the suecess of the Republiean
purty and the defeat of Demoeracy with its|
attendant danger of Seaburyism,

I think your correspondent, when he
| wvour paper, stopped it becsause he
ves you are sailing under false colors, |
and that is not veéry amusing. |
| SAMUEL W. MURPHY. |
Rrooklyn, Sept. 11, 1914,

repi

No Real Progressives for Wilson.

Ta the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir:  Several letters and circulars have
come to me from fellow Progressive who
waorked for Colonel Roosevelt in the 1012

campaign asking me to vote for Mr. Wilson,

It seems a shame that any man who was
broad enough to renounce hizs old party af
filintions then should be narrow enough to
work for Me. Wilson wow. Their only excuse|

to be that President Wilson has fath

ered some of the Progressive planks of the

1612 platform The Democrats went in by a

minority vote, and to get in again they had i«
throw a bait te the millions of Progressive
vaters, All eredit to them for jt: it's |
vhat any party would have done ar A

t of the Republican voters vl

vee game principles. In fact, as a mat-

evolution, e lnws naturally came

ip in the progress of the country. I
On the other side of the slate they have
left undone those things which they ought to
have done, in such a shameful way that they

s should rot be returned to po

corinind
If any o

Progressive will take the trou
to read Colonel Roosevelt's article in ti
Oetober “Metropolitan™ 1 am sure he will

ta vote for Mr. Wilsen. Only the hope
o« personnl sdvantage can possibly in-
" Mr. Wilson, and such
rer really belonged in the Progrossive

to vote for

Mr. W
ver" demuand

! a “stand and

ast yielding to
from half of
our population should be enough. |
people in general haven't wuked up 1n:
position country n. Colonel
n his usual farsightedness sees it

It he wus good enough to follow in 1912 he |-|

f

lson's

lel leas th

ne
ane |

per cent of

our is

pood enough to follow now,
to it, hoys! And don't let the T‘rmﬂ-|
tie dust or 2ome p ¥ unnoyuance I!h.*(‘-'iT"!
vour clear view of the great need of our
country WILSQGN D, LYON,

New York, Sept. 9, 1816

“Content with Neutrality.”
I'o the Editor of The Tribune
r: It fact

wir edito milder day

& that while your
by day
vour correspondents are increas-
[ have a strong hunch that
these perfervid patriots are the same brand
of Americans who' in

Paris and

A B CUTious

inle grow the

letters {ron

ly virulent,

peace times reside in

ed briny teurs over their abhor-|

wuges of train employes

THE NEW CONGRESS OF BERLIN.

T

TUE. BEGINNING OF ANARCHY

THE HIGH COST OF LIVING

'|Enacting the “Eight-Hour Law™ on the Plea That It Was an "Emergency
Measure” Was Pernicious Doctrine—A Test of the Constitu-
tionality of This Law Should Be Made at Once.

To the Editor of
s The

r be

The Tribune,

illed *eight-hiour ]

40

prop

nct to in

t eent

immg in mind the situation w
pussage, It 18 En v th
be held to spply only to try
@, engineers, firemen, conduct
men. The aet does not prohib

eight hours' work, but, on

vides for the rute

hours,

I'he act mes

jection to

by proviuling
act

Conseqt

employes
commence,
wn traing not curry

pasaengers do

of the act
Qection 3, which is the heart of the act
reads as follows:

That, pending the report of the com-
mission herein prov | for and for a
period  of thirty day therenfter, the
compensation of railway employes suh-
jeet to this uet for o sta ril rht
hour workday shall t I
low the present sin da WAE®S,

excess of

1 be poid

necessars

and for ull
eight hours such emy

at o rate not less than the pro rata r
for such standard hour workday,
The constitut} question  therefore

arises, Has Congreys power to regulate the
yute of wages of riylroad employes engaged

¢? Of course, 14

n interstute commire
claimena that Congress=esiy power so
late undepr Section 8 of Articio [ of the Con

1

rr-‘ t ancestry | stitution, which provides as follows:

The consensus of opinion among these gen-! The Congress shall have power R
try to be that every mother's son of| to regulate commeree with foreign na-

. the hyphenate, is bowed down ‘H!i\l tions, and among the several states
hame sand sorrow because we uare not en-| T
Heted wir against “barbarism.” 1| Many ecases have heen decided construing
k1 not what the trend of opinion may be|this section. and, while m he distine-
among the elect, but 1 do know that the aver-| tions have been drawn, certaln funda-

age work-a-day American quite content
with neatrality, Most of us would gladly see
Germany defeated, if in the pr.cess England
could also be thoroughly whipped, but such
n joyous finish is toe much to ask in an un-
ttory world. i
iting, for urgument's .ake, that the
moral indictment against Germany is well
drawn, where is the necessity for coneluding
that the Allies are pure and spotless heroes?
W ¢ been told that they were fighting for!
the restoration of Serbia and Belgium, yet

¢

mental principles have i stated by the
Supremre Court. For in merely he-
cauuse & corporation 15 engag interstate
commerce, all its affnirs are not subject to
the will of Congress. It is the commerce

interstyte commerce —which is the subject of
regulation. Furthermore, the exercise of the
power tmust not confliet with rights secured
to all persons by other provisions of the
Constitution, and consequently Uangress, in
regulating interstate eommerce, must not

i
violate the “due process of law" clause of

the cold, hard facts are that those two little |y, Fifth Amendment

nations bore the brunt of the fighting and|
saved the Allies at the very beginning of the
wir, As a reward, they are practically wiped |
off the earth, while their self-styled saviors
are seattering their energies in hare-brained!
expeditions hither and yon.

I'wo of the nations in the camp of the
Allies are frankly out for loot, and a third,
not content with the booty already seized, is!
now engaged in swallowing China plecemeal.!
Possibly the Allies may vet: carry out their,
schemes of restoration wnd |r|do‘rnnn_\-. but
nothing in their present course indicates ini
honest desire to make a fair settlement.

FRANK MEULENDYKE.

New York, Sept. §, 1018,

Kultar and Blacklists. |
To the Editor of The Trihune.

Sir: Some time ago Mr. Joseph Reinach,
writing in the Paris “Figaro,” said thar Kul-|
tur had established it=elf in the United States
and had forbidden Americans to act as such.
It seem from recent events that the
| French publicist was eorrect in his conten-
| tion

Americans worthy of the name will not ap-
| plaud the Intest achievement of our Teuton-
{ired legislators in Washington, and only the
| guttural-tongued foreigners who are affected
| by the British “blacklist” will have the audae-
in,- to call it a neutral act. It is at once the
| most unneutral and un-American aet of an
American  administration. General ap-
proval of the latest appeal for German votes
would stamp us as rejoicing in our foreign
| bondage.

Oh, for mare real statesmen like Roosevelt,

woult

P. RUDDIMAN,
216,

regulate the terms of employment of em-
ployes of interstate carriers, the railroads

n test case
of the act under discussion.
tice Marshall said in MeCulloch vs. Mnary-|
tand (4 Wheat,, 316):

In 1598 Congress passed a law making it

a criminal offence for an interstate currier
to discharge an employe beecause of member-
ship in a labor union. In the ense of Adair

ve, 17, S, 208 1", &, 181, the court declared
this aet aneonstitution Mr Justice Har.
lan, in writing the opipion, said:

We nerd scarcely repeat what this
eourt has more than onc uid, thut the
power to regulate inter * culnmerce, |
great and pAramaunt as 1at power 1s,
cannot be exerted in violation of any

fundemental right secured by other pro-
visions of the Constitution. Gibbons vs,
Oigden, © Wheat,, 1198 ( Marshall, C. 1)
Lottery Cnase, 188 UU 321, 352

It results, on the whole case, that the
provision of the statute umider which the
defendant was convicted must be held to
he repugnant teo the Filth Amendment
and as not embraced hy nor within the
power of Congress regulute inter-
state commerce, but, under the guise of
rrs:ui:mns: tnterstate commerce and as
applied to this ense, it arbitrarily sane-
tions an illegal invasion of the person-
nl liberty, as well as the right of prop-
erty, of the defendant Adair (page
180,
In view of the failure of this attempt to|

=,

to

have mare than an even chanee of winning
involving the constitutionality
As Chief Jus

Should Congress, in the execution af
ita powers, adopt measures which are
prohibited by the Constitution, op should
Congress, under the pretext of execut-
ing its powers, pass laws for the accome

Democrats Have Promised Much and
Done Nothing About It

To the Editor of The Tribur
Sir: In his speech of ¢

ptance Presidest

Wilson said, among other things, in referrin

nlishment of objeets not intrusted to \ : aipl: he i

! to the people of the United Stutes: “Least of
the it would become the - :

f < tribunal, should a all are they likely to substitute these whe

a decision come be- |(promised to render them *particular servies
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How Shall Pillows Be Sterilized?

To the Editor of The Tribune
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